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      I Peter 2:1-3
The Joy Of Learning
Learning has always been one of my great joys. I don’t know who taught me to love learning. My parents, I suppose. I don’t even remember feeling anything but affection for it. Treasure Island for the first time one summer. Suddenly the woods and the creeks and the island, in the middle of the Tennessee River to which we sometimes canoed, were full of pirates and buried treasure. I learned later that the island had been home to some Indians – which was just as great – and we spent many a day hunting arrowheads, building forts, and scouting for game or enemy strongholds.
But of all the learning that I’ve pursued, none rivals the joy of learning the story of the Bible. I had not known much of the Bible story until I was in the third grade. I remember hearing my Bible class teacher, Louise Horton, tell about John the Baptist eating locusts and wild honey and it sounded so good I would have eaten a grasshopper.
Read the Bible. Every day. Fall in love with it. Read it and talk about it. Know it so well, that you can tells its stories in your own words. Learn to quote it. If you don’t ache through the day until you’ve had a daily dose, then you’re not reading your Bible like you ought. Pick it up and read it. Meditate. Contemplate. Cogitate. Luxuriate. Know the joy of learning the best kind of information.

Make it a habit!
· Jason Moore
The Family Together
Monday, January 9
John 3:1-15
        “Come To Jesus Today”
“How Can These Things Be?”
 
Nicodemus was himself a teacher of the Jews (see vs. 10), one who instructed people in the law; and yet he had the same difficulty many people have today – a failure to differentiate between the physical and the spiritual. Jesus talked with him about the new birth, one that would make entrance into the kingdom possible. “Marvel not,” said the Lord, “for you see the effects of things without seeing the things themselves; just as you see the effect of the wind, you will see the effect of the new birth.”


Nicodemus had some things to recommend him and the Lord knew it. It was for that reason that He took some time explaining things to him.


Nicodemus was humble. The key to all learning is the humility to expose your ignorance openly. It is never out of order to say “I don’t know.” It’s the pathway by which you are apt to find out.


Nicodemus was interested. He had seen the miracles of Jesus and knew that no ordinary man could do them. He was interested in this new kingdom and asked about it. We know he asked because the narrative says, “Jesus answered…”


Nicodemus learned. At the end of Jesus’ life Nicodemus, along with Joseph of Arimathaea, courageously took the body of Jesus to the tomb.


We can learn spiritual truths if we are humble and interested enough to ask.



  
- Dee Bowman
The Family Together
               Tuesday, January 10
Mark 1:14-20
                    “Into Our Hands”

Fishing For Men


“Come after Me, and I will make you become fishers of men,” was Jesus’ invitation to the sons of Jonah. Curious isn’t it that Jesus should call fishermen to preach His gospel? Maybe not. Fishing for men is not so unlike seeking God’s gilled creation.


Fishing takes patience. Sometimes you catch a boat load, like on the day of Pentecost. Other times you only catch one, like the Ethiopian nobleman. Still other times, you don’t even get a bite. One thing is certain. You’ll never make a catch until you throw out your line.


Fishing takes persistence. You may return to the same hole a dozen times before you make a catch. Sometimes a stormy day causes one to bite who only ignored your efforts when the sun was shining. People like are fish are different, unpredictable. You just have to keep coming back until they’re hungry.


There’s at least one significant difference between catching fish and men. When fishing for men, you never do catch your limit. There’s always more fish in the sea. Too many in fact. Too many to be sitting in the boat playing with our tackle. Let’s go fishing!




- Jason Moore

The Family Together
           Wednesday, January 11
Proverbs 3:9-12
“Our Father And Our God”

Giving God Our Best


True honor is never cheap. If it’s legitimate honor, it’s never accorded without a price. “I will not give that which costs me nothing,” said David (2 Sam. 24:24). Few things are more precious than true honor.


The Lord will not take second place, nor should He. He is God, the Almighty, the Creator, the Sustainer of life, the Giver of all there is. We should honor Him in the highest way we can – with “the first fruits,” not the leftovers. The highest honor we can bestow on Him is to give Him the best of all that we have – our substance, our talent, our time, our energy.


Nor should we be displeased with the Lord’s chastisements. To receive them appreciatively and with confident resignation is a sure sign of honor. Did our parents not chasten us, and for our good? Correction is part of love, a vital part. The chastening of the Lord is a sure sign of His interest and concern for us, of His desire to make us into all we have the potential to be. This can’t be done without some advice, some instruction, even some rebuke. We honor Him when we accept it willingly.


Let us honor God in our lives today. Let us begin by giving Him first place and let us not despise His chastenings when they come, knowing they are for our good.




- Dee Bowman

The Family Together
               Thursday, January 12
Ezekiel 33:1-7
              “Watch And Pray”

Watch And Pray


Ezekiel was a watchman himself (3:17). He returns to that idea and implores the people to set before them a watchman. Two things are implied in the concept of a watchman. First, he must watch, an indication that danger may be present. Second, he is a watch man, indicating tha the work is not for a novice.


Ezekiel warns about the seriousness of being a watchman. If he is not diligent and watchful, the disaster which befalls the people will bring disaster to him (vs. 6).


Our Elders watch for our souls. They are commanded to “tend the flock of God which is among you” (I Pet. 5:2). Elders are those who “watch for souls, as those that must give an account” (Heb. 13:17).


We need to heed the advice of our watchmen. If they warn us and we hear, all’s well. If we don’t hear and heed their warning, they will not be charged, for they have done their work; but we will be lost for not listening to their warning.


There is a real sense in which all of us are watchmen. We watch for one another, encourage and edify one another on account of our common enemy. To watch out for someone is to love one another; to love one another is to watch out for one another. Let’s do it!



- Dee Bowman
The Family Together
                   Friday, January 13
Psalm 1
     “More Holiness Give Me”

The Blessed Life


The first Psalm is a bit of a paradox. It sounds more like the Proverbs and other wisdom literature than poetry. But, at the same time, you could not write a more fitting introduction to the Psalter. In a book of songs and prayers intended for worship to God, Psalm 1 first settles the matter of who is worthy to come into His presence. It depicts the kind of life necessary for true worshippers – the blessed life.

The right attitude. You can’t have the right attitude towards good things when you don’t have the right attitude toward evil things. Since the blessed man doesn’t want to end up in the seat of the scornful, he stays as far away as possible from the counsel of the wicked and the path of sinners. That also keeps him closer to God.


The right conduct. The secret of the blessed life lies in verse 2: delight and meditation in the word of God. We don’t have the right to expect Him to listen to what’s on our mind when we have not read and obeyed what has been revealed about His.


The right influence. A firmly planted, fruit-bearing, prosperous tree stands as a testimony to the world of what faith in God can produce. But the wicked are useless chaff, separated from what is truly valuable, blown by the winds and whims of worldliness.


The right destiny. How foolish that some believe in a destiny without a destination. The Lord knows the way of the righteous because it is His way. Those who seek their own path to God end up lost.




- Bubba Garner

The Family Together
              Saturday, January 14
Matthew 1:18-25
         “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

The Day God Became Man


In connection with the resurrection, the birth of Jesus is the most significant event in all of human history. The narrative you have just read tells us in brief, but powerful terms how God became man. Joseph was told, “fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.” How thrilling that God became man.


“And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call His name Jesus, for He shall save His people from their sins,” the angel further stated. Could there be a more important event in all history? What a herald was the angel on that day! God became man that He might do for man what he could not do for himself. Oh, blessed thought!


Notice, further, that all this was done in fulfillment of prophesy, particularly Isaiah 7:14. Listen to its assurance, hear its promise: “they shall call His name Emmanuel, which is being interpreted, God with us.” Jesus became a man, and fulfilling all prophesy, became our sacrifice on the cross to procure our salvation.

Special days are important to us, none more special or more important than when the Son of God became a man that He might redeem us from our sins. Let us serve Him diligently today, let us love Him supremely, let us accord to Him the highest honor, for He it was who died for our sins.





- Dee Bowman

